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2025 Monthly Business meetings are held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the 3rd Tues. 6:30 PM 

2025 Board Members 
   

Rich Armando (CHAIR) 
Bob Hines, Steve Huntington  
Rick White, Diane Thornton   

John Sturniolo, Kevin Rushlow 
 

Secretary: Open 

Treasurer: Kevin Rushlow 

Asst. Treasurer: Rich Armando 
  

              Board Emiratis:  
John Buchanan &  Larry Nyborn 
 

Webmaster:  Dennis DiBiasio 
  

Managing Editor: John Buchanan 
    

  Facebook Admins: Steve Vining 

 Dennis DiBiasio & John Buchanan    

New Members: Lou Valentine 
  

Sgts. at Arms:  John Sturniolo 
 

        Charity Coordinators:  
       Rick White & Joe Renaud       
           

Food Pantry: John Griffin, 
Steve Fernald, Dennis DiBiasio, 
  Mark Magno 
 

By-Laws: Wayne Lestan 
 

                   MAAC Reps:  
John Buchanan & Glenn Brayman 
 

Cruise Directors: Bob Hines & 

                              Rich Armando 

Cruise Trailer: Lorna Rabbitt        
Diane Thornton  Marie Armando         
    Jean Waite 

                  Sponsors:  
  John Buchanan & Fred Tierney 

Club Events: Rich Armando 

           Photographers:  
  Steve Vining & John Buchanan 

Contact us by snail mail:  
P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 
Or by email: HO350@comcast.net 

Our Major Cruise Sponsors 

Our Major Cruise Sponsors 
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I hope everyone has taken the time to look at the clubs new web site www.masscruisers.com 

It is now a state of the art site which every member should be proud of. Our Club Treasurer Kevin 
Rushlow and Club Web Master Dennis DiBiasio have put a lot of time and effort into working with South-
coast Marketing web development team to make this happen. If you haven’t logged into the site why 
haven’t you? It’s time to take it for a “test drive” and see how it handles. You will be seeing the club tran-
sitioning into using the new site to gain access to important information regarding what is going on both 
inside and outside of the Mass Cruisers club activities and interests. The need to have a professional ser-
vice allows our club to take full advantage of what the internet can do for us with the necessary protec-
tions and security required that are beyond our club members’ skill set. For our club too take full ad-
vantage of our website, please make sure you have updated your profile with the most current infor-
mation about yourself and any pictures of your cars. You can be confident that the member’s login area 
which can only be accessed by current members is a secured and safe area of our website to share your 
information with your fellow members. If you experience problems navigating the site, Dennis will be 
available to help walk you through it as long as you can agree on a mutual convenient time to go over 
things. If you do have some problems don’t be discouraged. Some problems could be self-inflicted and 
other may be due to a glitch with the site while Southcoast Marketing s still fine tuning it. The more our 
website is used the faster potential problems will be exposed and then can be fixed by either Dennis or 
Southcoast.. 
      The club hit a home run during the June 12th cruise night. We had over 1,200 cars pass through the 
food pantry line with $2,703.00 in cash donations collected. It was an excellent night due to the near 
perfect weather. On the other hand the June 26th cruise night was a lot smaller with 252 cars clicked in. 
This was due to poor weather with off-and-on rain showers and a damp cool feel in the air. Oh well, you 
have to take the good with the not so good. Let’s hope for the rest of the season the good outweigh the 
bad by a lot. One bright light for us is the Patriots pre-season and early season schedule does not have a 
Thursday night Gillette home game conflict with our Bass Pro cruise schedule for the first time. 

     The calendar tells us that summer is here. Get out and enjoy it as before you know it the fall will be 

fast approaching. It’s funny how this happens. The club has already attended several car shows as a 
group and hopefully more opportunities will come up. If you know of an event that may be of interest, put 

something together so we can attend that event as a club which will show support for other car clubs as 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Remembrance: Donna Damon 
By John Buchanan  

 

Steve Huntington wrote in his email to club members on late club member Donna Da-
mon’s passing on June 17: “Donna & Tom Damon, joined the club thanks to Don Cole 
in 1992 and lived in Don & Ann Cole’s neighborhood in 
Randolph. Tom was a past President (1999-2000) and 
VP (1993-1996), Secretary (1996) Sgt. At Arms (2001) 
and member at large. They later took a sabbatical and 
moved to Tilton, New Hampshire and rejoined the Mass 
Cruisers in 2017.”   
The 114 mile drive from Tilton to Foxborough made it 
impossible for Tom and Donna, who in her Tilton retire-
ment years was battling health issues, to resume their 
active club participation again. After turning down sever-
al invites to visit them, I did drive up to their retirement 
multi-acre former farm in Tilton that had wondeful White 
Mountains vista view to visit them in September 2020 
when their apple trees were ripe for picking.  
  Rest in Heavenly Peace Donna 

http://www.masscruisers.com
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Wally Hayes, leader of the Old Koots Car Club out of Norwood, is well known for owning some very nice 
and interesting cars and, with many of them taking home deserving Vintage Motorsports Cruise award 
plaques over the years. His 1952 Chevrolet BelAir resto-rod is no exception and has the unique honor of 
garnering its second. Fortunately, the first one was back in 2022 which lets it slip back into the spotlight 
using our three-year rule which limits repeat selections.  Wally has owned the Chevy for four years now, 
adding only 4,200 miles to the 1,000 miles since the original build. He comments that this is still one of 
the nicest cars he has owned and despite only driving it mostly to local shows, exception being the Syra-
cuse Nationals in 2023, he’d drive it anywhere because it rides beautifully. It was built by the former Ken-
tucky owner, originally for himself, from a car that had been in storage since 1969. It was built over 14 
months straight, full time, only farming out the PPG Gulf Blue & Fontana Grey two-tone paint and match-
ing grey leather custom interior and upholstery work to Pro Custom Interiors in Knoxville, TN. The resto-
mod was executed perfectly hiding a former 2008 Silverado LS1 V8 under the hood and with a 4L60E 
four-speed overdrive tranny, Wally was able to average 23.6 mpg when he drove it to the Syracuse Na-
tionals and back, this means it doesn’t need to become a trailer queen for those long-distance rides. The 
Mustang II front end, 15” Ridler Wheels, radials, P.S. & P.B. makes handling on the highway a breeze.     

May 29 Cruise Winner 1952 Chevrolet BelAir Restomod 
 by  John Buchanan 

 Other than those telltale Ridler highly polished chrome wheels, it 
isn’t until you open the door and look inside Wally’s Chevy that 
this is not an original, but one spectacular Restomod with all the 
creature comforts necessary for cross —country road touring. 
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The weather was not very friendly for our May 29 cruise with drizzle and showers East of the I-95  corridor 
resulting in low turnout but a still respectable several hundred show cars came to keep the cruise going 
and plenty of time for me to spend time talking with owners of some very interesting cars and trucks, e.g. 
the NACSAR FEDEX # 11 pit crew training mule and the oldest Hydro-seeder truck in America– who knew 
such vehicles existed? We had the Walpole Community Food Pantry on hand collecting your donations 
and the New England Region Cadillac LaSalle Club displayed a number of interesting club member cars 
from different era’s, including the 1941 Convertible Coupe and iconic fin era 1960 Model 62 convertible. 

May 29 Bass Pro Cruise  
CONTINUED FROM Page 4  

Nicely contrasting in the Cadillac LaSalle Club display was 
this 1941 Convertible Coupe and 1960 Model 62 Convertible  

Learn the history of “Papa” 
Gray’s hydroseeding legacy 

  FedEx official NASCAR 
training mule Collecting for the  Walpole Community Food Pantry  
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Local Plainville resident John Hurley has a blue Pontiac Firebird and a friend of his, who once owned a 
1968 red Firebird convertible with white leather interior, asked him four years ago if he came across one 
for sale to let him know because he would like to buy it. John found one at a local cruise night for sale 
that, although it was modestly hot rodded, was in perfect condition, so he called his friend telling him that 
he had found what he was looking for. His friend looked it over, loved the car, but his wife ultimately nixed 
the deal.  John’s wife loved the car, so he bought it. Three weeks later his friend came back and said he 
can now buy the car. John said no, my wife loves the car, I can’t sell it, even turning down a doubling offer 
of the purchased price. So, here it is, with its non-original flame-red paint and original red interior re-
placed with ivory leather upholstery garnering the Vintage Motorsports Cruise Award. The original 400 HP 
V8 is backed up with a non-original Tremec five-speed tranny which greatly improved its performance and 
fuel economy. We have not seen the Firebird that often at our cruises because John also has a number of 
cars and he actively participates at our cruise nights by organizing both the August featured Lady’s Night 
cruise-in and the September Bass Pro Shops Cruise featured Tri-5 Chevy Club’s cruise-in. John also hosts 
the end-of-the month Sunday morning Cars & Coffee cruises at the “Unlikely Story Book Store” parking lot 
in Plainville.  Congratulations John. 

June 12 Cruise Winner 1968 Pontiac Firebird 
 by  John Buchanan 

  Other than replacing the original  tranny with a Tremec five speed, 
buffing its non original fire red paint, detailing the engine bay and interi-
or, little else was needed to bring this firebird to showroom condition. 
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Our June 12 Bass Pro Shops Cruise at Patriot Place in Foxborough finally enjoyed some perfect weather. 
And, with over 1,200 show cars counted coming through the front entrance where collections for St. An-
thony’s Free Market food pantry in Stoughton was taking place. Patriot Place implemented their new 
2025 traffic control policy by shutting down entry to the main cruise Lots 14 & 16, and redirecting the 
show car traffic to the overflow parking Lot 20 B in front of the Renaissance Hotel for the first time this 
year. The good news, however, for later arriving cruise attendees was that access to the main cruise lots 
was re-opened later on when a substantial number of early leaving show cars allowed for the usual heavy 
spectator foot traffic in the main lots that our cruises typically experience during these perfect weather 
conditions allowed for safe driving and parking again through the show lot travel lanes.  

June 12 Bass Pro Shops Cruise 

CONTINUED FROM Page 6 

There are always new and interesting cars to see each cruise, so log on 

to the Mass Cruisers website HOME page  www.masscruisers.com 
to see if your pride-and-joy was one of the100 captured on video driving 
into the June 12 cruise.  Previous cruise videos are in the GALLERY 

 That was THEN    and this is NOW 

 Collecting for Stoughton’s St. Anthony’s Free Market food pantry   

http://www.masscruisers.com
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June 8 Bay State Motor Festival 

 by John Buchanan 

We had a dozen club member show cars attend and display around a Maple tree in the Cushing Memorial 
Park in Framingham for Ken Lemoine’s Bay State Motor Festival that was celebrating 100 years of  Mas-
sachusetts Car Manufacturing in conjunction the city' of Framingham’s 325th Anniversary.  Most did not 
realize that early American automotive manufacturing  began in Massachusetts in 1893 and not Detroit, 
and that over 7 million automobiles were produced in Massachusetts. Festival organizer Ken Lemoine 
was able to persuade owners of many of these early marques to take part in celebrating these Massachu-
setts based American automotive pioneers.  The beautiful and spacious Cushing Memorial Park setting in 
Framingham, which is a just a stone’s throw from the still-standing building used to produce Framing-
ham’s Bay State automobiles, is the perfect venue to showcase these historic vehicles. Ken is also the 
owner of a just-completed and restored sole-surviving 1924 Bay State Sedan just in time for the Festival.  

Continued on Page 9    

Framingham’s “CAKE DOLLS” provided the 
custom decorated Festival cake with an edible 
replica of Ken Lemoine’s 1924 Bay State sedan 

Mass Cruisers gather at the Bass Pro 
Shops Lot 16 (above) to cruise to-
gether to the Bay State Motor Festival 
in Framingham where a dozen club 
member cars circled around a large 
Maple tree to display them at the ex-
pansive Cushing Park show grounds. 

With plenty of room to spare, Festival organ-
izer Ken Lemoine encouraged car clubs and 
marques to park their vehicles in reserved 
areas that would best showcase their mem-
bers’ rides and interests, something that was 
totally different from the typical car show. 



  

 

Monthly Cruisin’ Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 9 

June 8 Bay State Motor Festival 

 by John Buchanan 

We in the old car hobby were somewhat familiar with some of the early Massachusetts pioneers like Indi-
an Motorcycles and the American built Rolls Royce out in Springfield, the Stanley Steamer in Watertown, 
the Maxim fire engines built in Middleboro and the big General Motors Fisher Body plant in Framingham 
churning out muscle era Chevrolet Chevelle’s, Pontiac LeMans/GTO’s, Buick Skylarks and Oldsmobile Cut-
lasses in its heyday. But, were we really aware there was also a Grout Steam car built in Orange, MA, or 
Marsh Light Cars and Motorcycles built in Brockton or the Watertown transplanted to Bridgeport, CT man-
ufactured “Best of Show” 1917 Model 48 Dual Cowl Sportif Locomobile having its custom body built by 
Brookline builders Farnum & Nelson for Liggett-”Rexall” Drug magnet louis Liggett? There was so much 
automotive history to take in, I was happy to learn that Ken has secured permission by the town of Fram-
ingham to repeat this show on June 7, 2026 which will definitely be a must-attend event for our club. 

in Holliston, MA 

Club member 
John Griffin (L)
looks over the 
1904 Gout 
Steam car. 
 

The 1904 
Marsh Light 
Car and Mo-
torcycle (R )
were built in 
Brockton by 
the American 
Motor Com-
pany.  

 The “Best of Show” 1917 Model 48 Dual Cowl Sportif Locomobile  

This1930 & Maxim Fire engine and 1792 
Thayer Fire Tub offer interesting contrasts 

Ken’s restored Framingham 
built 1924 Bay State Sedan (L) 
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Support Our Advertisers  
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